
Page 1 of  15

Crowley County is located in the high
plains of Southern Colorado. Ordway, the
County seat, lies about 50 miles east of
Pueblo at the intersection of U.S. Highway
96 and Colorado 71. Crowley County is
bordered on the south by the Arkansas River
and Otero County, on the east by Kiowa
County, on the North by Lincoln County,
and on the west by Pueblo County.

Established in 1911, Crowley
County covers 802 square miles of rolling
prairie and is populated with about 5,518
farmers, ranchers, and other hard working
people. The varied ethnic population lends
to the county’s open-minded attitude toward
cultural blending. Time has not distorted the
values or ethics of those who live here. The
work ethic and dedication is as strong now
as when the settlers started tilling the land in
the late 19th century. The low cost of living
and peaceful lifestyle make Crowley County
a secret haven among Colorado’s front range
communities. The communities of Olney
Springs, Crowley, Ordway, and Sugar City
all lie along the rail and Colorado highway
96 corridor north of the Arkansas River.

History of Crowley County:

Before 1876 Crowley County was
under the control of the Cheyenne Indians.
Because of the mild climate the area was
used for winter encampments.  A favorite
pastime of county residents is looking for
Indian artifacts. Arrowheads and food
preparation items are the most numerous
items found.

When the State of Colorado was
accepted into the Union in 1876 the area was
known as Bent County.  In 1889 the western
section of Bent County broke away and
became known as Otero County.  Crowley
County received state approval to form its
own county government and was
incorporated on August 5, 1911.  The Town
of Ordway became the county seat.

In the late 1880s numerous irrigation
projects were happening throughout the
state.  Crowley County was the home to one
of the more ambitious projects.  In 1888 Mr.
T.C. Henry began construction on a canal
which was to run eighty-five miles.  The
project became known as the Colorado
Canal Company and began delivering water
to farms in 1891.  The canal would
eventually irrigate over 50,000 acres of land.
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During this period the railroad began
expanding into Crowley County.  Olney
Springs, Crowley, Ordway and Sugar City
became incorporated towns and each
flourished along side the Missouri Pacific
Railroad.

By the early 1900s Crowley County
was known as one of the prime agricultural
areas in the state.  Before the age of
refrigeration and highways the county had
many fine orchards,
canning factories and
even ice houses for
shipping cantaloupes
across the country by
rail.  The National
Sugar Company built
a sugar factory in
Sugar City and
processed beets for
several decades.

The lure of prime new farm ground
and opportunity attracted many different
immigrant groups. German farmers familiar
with the beet industry were attracted to the
area in large numbers.  Japanese and
Hispanic laborers recruited to work in the
fields and orchards settled here, bought
farms and raised families. During this entire
period the ranching industry north of the
canal flourished on what seemed like an
inexhaustible supply of grass for its cattle.

The years surrounding the First
World War were boom times for Crowley
County.  The war destroyed agriculture in
much of Europe resulting in relatively high
commodity prices for most agricultural
goods.  Business prospered, the population
grew, schools were built and the future
looked bright.

It must be remembered that Crowley
County’s climate is characterized as semi-
arid, or high desert.  The average
precipitation is approximately 11 inches per
annum and temperatures can range from the
nineties in the summer to the near zero in
the winter.  Beginning in the late 1920s the
climate for the entire High Plains began to
turn dryer.  During the Dust Bowl of the
1930s, millions of acres of farm ground
were destroyed by wind erosion.  Crowley

County was not spared the
ravages of the Dust Bowl
nor the Great Depression
which accompanied it.
For two years the Canal
system didn’ t have any
water to deliver to any of
its farmers.  Ranchers
were forced to sell their
herds and the entire
economy of the region
suffered.

The nation’s economy slowly began
to turn around with the Federal
government’s effort to re-arm the country in
reaction to events in Europe and Asia.   With
America’s entrance into World War II the
whole economy was directed at the war
effort.  Pueblo’s steel mills hired men and
the Army opened the Pueblo Ordinance
Depot which employed many county
residents.  With the draft taking many young
men off the farms, harvesting America’s
crops became critical.  German POWs were
used by Crowley County farmers to help
with beet harvest during the closing months
of the war.

World War II also brought another
wave of newcomers to Crowley County.
War paranoia caused suspicion to fall on
Japanese-Americans living in California.
They were forced to relocate away from the
coast.  Many of these Japanese-Americans
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came to stay with relatives and friends who
lived in Crowley County.  There is a plaque
at the Heritage Center in the Town of
Crowley honoring Crowley County for
providing a home to displaced Japanese-
Americans during the war.

The years following the Second
World War brought many changes to
Crowley County.  The nation’s vegetable
production concentrated in frost-free regions
of southern California and Florida.  With the
introduction of sugar from Hawaii and Cuba
domestic sugar production faced serious
competition.  Another protracted drought
struck the area in the 1950s and many
farmers relocated to Kansas and Nebraska.

For many years, overtures were
made by municipal interests to purchase the
water rights owned by the farmers under the
Colorado Canal.  In the 1960s a substantial
portion of the trans-mountain water from the
Twin Lakes system was sold to the cities of
Pueblo, Colorado Springs, and Aurora.  As
farming continued to suffer set backs,
growing Front Range cities increased their
ownership in the canal company.  By the
1990s there were only a few thousand acres
still in irrigated production.

Civic leaders realized with the
decline in agriculture something else would
have to replace it in the county’s economy.
They successfully lobbied the state
legislature and won approval for the
construction of a 900 bed medium security
correctional facility to be built.  In 1997 a
privately owned 1000 bed correctional
facility received local approval.  Many
county residents now work in these facilities
and others make Crowley County their
home, appreciating the rural lifestyle.

In 1993, a reorganized Crowley
County Heritage Society was successful in
having the 1914 Crowley grade school
placed on the State Historical property list;
the only building with that distinction in
Crowley County.  Soon afterward work
began on the renovation and restoration of
the building.  Today the building functions
as a community center, the Town of
Crowley’s town hall and a wonderful local
museum.  The museum houses artifacts from
the County history: archives from the Twin
Lakes Reservoir Company, abstracts from
numerous farms and copies of the county’s
newspapers, The Ordway New Era and all
the Sugar City Gazettes.
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RECREATION

For those who love the sun, water,
and fun Crowley County is your kind of
place, with two lakes providing abundant
space for bird watching, boating, water
skiing, swimming, and fishing.  Camping at
these lakes can also offer the space
necessary for quiet reflection and a hiatus
from metropolitan living.

Lake Henry is located between Ordway &
Sugar City just one and a half miles north of
Hwy 96 on Lane 20.  Lake Meredith is
located one mile south of Hwy 96 on Lane
21.  Crowley County can also claim rights
on two regularly stocked reservoirs, Ordway
Reservoir, located two miles north of
Ordway on Hwy 71, and the Olney Springs
Reservoir, located just north of Olney
Springs.

Parks with ample picnic areas and
playground equipment, provide plenty of
space for quiet, relaxed family time, yet
offering tennis courts and miles of bicycling
and safe jogging space for those who just
can’ t stand still.  Although Crowley County
doesn’ t have its own golf course, there are
three beautiful 9-hole courses within a 30
minute drive, and 3 championship-style
courses within an hour’s drive.

Crowley County spectators love to support
their school activities and sports programs.
With an abundance of neighbors who care,
church and community groups are very
active in local community affairs.  The local
4-H program has an outstanding support
group centered around the country kids, as
well as our youth in town.  Proof of their
support can be seen in their annual Crowley
County Days celebration.  The week long
affair encompasses the 4-H county fair and
ends on Saturday with the parade and huge

barbecue held in Conestoga Park in Ordway.
The event is always held the last full week
of July and holds a tradition of ninety plus
years.

Other  things to do
(Within a reasonable driving time)

State Fair 1 hour
Pueblo Zoo 1 hour
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 1 ½ hours
Lake Pueblo National Park 1 hour
River Rafting 1 ½ hours
Skiing 1 ½ - 2 hours
Royal Gorge 1 ¾ hours
Koshare Indian Dancers
and Museum

30 minutes

Bent’s Old Fort 30 minutes
Sand Dunes
3 Golf Courses

2 ½ hours
15-30 minutes

Programs:

Summer Recreation Programs for ages 6-18,
Crowley County Days, Rodeo, Saddle Club.

Public Facilities:

Parks, picnic area, playground equipment,
tennis courts, boating.
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

The county lies in a fertile farming
and ranching region. Its major industries are
agriculture related, with a 55,000 head cattle
feed lot and a large feed producing elevator
that supplies livestock feed to a large part of
the Southwestern United States. Another
asset to the area’s economy is the Arkansas
Valley Correctional Facility, a State medium
security prison that opened in 1988. This
facility has over 300 employees.

The newest addition is the Crowley
County Correctional Facility, a private
medium security prison that opened in 1999.
There are 264 employees.

LABOR STRUCTURE

Crowley County like many rural
areas throughout the nation, offers a truly
outstanding work force. The area has
virtually no history of labor disputes. The
local work force has a reputation for loyalty,
hard work, and low turnover. The area also
offers a labor force that is relatively
inexpensive. This is emphatically not a
matter of "cheap, unskilled labor." Rather, it
is a reflection of relatively low cost of living
and the strong desire of local people to stay
in the area.

According to data developed by the
State of Colorado, this potential savings in
labor cost is significant. For example, State
average private sector employee wages are
$18.00 per hour. For Pueblo County, the
average private sector hourly rate is $11.50.
For Crowley County this figure is $9.70. In
specific sectors this potential savings carries
through. State average hourly rates in the
Transportation, Communication, and Public
Utility sector, for example, are $26.30. For
Pueblo County this figure is $17.50.

TRANSPORTATION

Crowley County is served by an
excellent transportation system. The site is
located on Highway 96, which is within one
hour of I- 25, the major north-south artery
on the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains. A connection to I-70 in Limon
provides access to points east and west. The
county is also immediately adjacent to U.S.
Highway 50 and within a one hour drive
west of the new Ports to Plains Trade Route
corridor in Eads. If rail transportation is
required a spur could be easily provided
from the Colorado, Kansas and Pacific
Railroad. Connections at Pueblo and La
Junta also make the Burlington Northern,
and Santa Fe railroad system available.
Commercial air service is available at the
Pueblo Municipal Airport, only 45 minutes
to the west. Great Lakes Airlines provides
flights to Denver International Airport,
which is serviced by United and Frontier
Airlines, as well as other major airlines. The
closest airport with national connections is
located in Colorado Springs, approximately
90 minutes away.
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EDUCATION

Crowley County is served by an
excellent education system.   The school
district has gained recognition for its
outstanding band and choir programs.  The
Crowley County RE-1J system provides a
complete K-12 educational system for the
county. This system has an excellent track
record and experiences a 97.8% graduation
rate. Moreover, the system has a very
respectable 60-75% of its graduates who go
on to higher education. The K-12 system is
supported by an outstanding system of
community or junior colleges. Otero Junior
College, located 30 minutes away in La
Junta, offers a full two-year curriculum in a
variety of fields and offers select 4-year
programs. Additionally, the junior college
has participated in setting up customized
training programs to meet the needs of
industry.  Colorado State University-Pueblo
is about a 45-minute drive from Crowley
County. This State University offers a full
range of baccalaureate degrees as well as
graduate degrees in selected curricula. The
University works with private business to
support their research and training needs,
and anticipates expanding this program in
the future to gain more flexibility. Pueblo
Community College (PCC) is also located in
Pueblo and offers a variety of trade and two-
year programs, and limited four-year
degrees.

AVAILABLE SITES AND FINANCING

There are a variety of building sites
available throughout Crowley County.
Financing is available through a variety of
mechanisms. A local Revolving Loan Fund
can participate in finance. Additionally, the
Business Lending Center is a Certified
Development Company under the auspices
of the Small Business Administration and

can assist in arranging "504" Loan Program
financing. Local banks have strong
relationships with larger banks in Pueblo
and Denver, and can provide a variety of
financing.

Basic utility service can generally be
provided at no more than normal "hook up"
charges to the business. If there are special
needs, the cost of these developments will
be negotiated. Also available are State and
Federal Grants-in-aid to support these
developments.
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RURAL ENHANCED ENTERPRISE
ZONE TAX INCENTIVES

Under Colorado©s Enterprise Zone
legislation, existing, expanded, and new
businesses in the Southeast Colorado Rural
Enterprise Zone are eligible for a variety of
state tax incentives. To find out whether you
can benefit, read the following guidelines
and then call Southeast Colorado Enterprise
Development, Inc. (SECED) to learn more
about your specific incentives. The number
is (888) 336-3850.

Tax Credits for  New Employees:

·  $2,500 job tax credit or  refund.
Businesses that hire new employees in
connection with a new business facility
located in an Enterprise Zone may claim a
tax credit (or refund) against state income
taxes of $2,500 for each new employee.
(Expansion of an existing facility must be
either a $3 million expansion or, if less,
300% the original investment.)

·  New business facilities.
During their first two years in an Enterprise
Zone, businesses are allowed to take an
additional $200 job tax credit for all new
employees who are insured under health
insurance plans provided by employers.

Tax Credits and Exemptions for
Equipment and Manufactur ing:

·  Three percent investment tax credit.
Businesses which make investments in
equipment that would have qualified for the
former federal investment tax credit may
claim a three percent investment tax credit
on state income taxes.

·  Exemption from State Sales and Use
Tax for  Manufactur ing Equipment:
Businesses which purchase manufacturing
equipment and machine tools are exempt
from the three percent state sales and use
tax.

·  Tax Credit for  Agr icultural
Manufactur ing or  Processing Facilities:
Businesses, which add value to agricultural
commodities through manufacturing or
processing, may claim an additional credit
or refund of $1,000 per new business facility
employee.

·  Tax Credit for  Research and
Development:
Effective August 2002, businesses which
conduct research and development in an
Enterprise Zone may claim a 25% R&D
credit against their Colorado income taxes
(as defined in federal tax law).

CONTACT

Mike Apker
County Finance and Budget Office
Crowley County Courthouse
Ordway, CO 81063
(719) 267-3248
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CLIMATE

The county experiences a favorable climate year around.
Average annual rainfall: 11.2 inches
Average annual snowfall: 21.46 inches
Mean January Temperature: 25.5 degrees
Mean July Temperature: 74.7 degrees
Sunshine: 300 days per year

UTILITIES

Aquila of Rocky Ford, Colorado, and Southeast Power Assn. of La Junta, Colorado
provides electricity. Kinder Morgan of La Junta, Colorado, provides natural gas.  Telephone
services are provided by CenturyTel.  Fuel, Water, sewer, cable television and telephone service
are provided in all towns and arrangements can be made in the rural areas of the County.

Water Sewer
Providers: Crowley Co. Water System Town of Ordway

Gary Kidd Contact Town Clerk
(719) 267-4113 (719) 267- 3134

96 Pipeline Town of Sugar City
Ted Pennington Town Clerk
(719) 267-3274 (719) 267- 3729

Crowley County Water Assn. Town of Crowley
L. Talkington L. Talkington
(719) 267-3498 (home) (719) 267-3498 (home)
(719) 980-3498 (cell) (719) 980-3498 (cell)

Town of Olney Springs Town of Olney Springs
Town Clerk Town Clerk
(719) 267-5567 (719) 267-5567

Gas Electr icity Phone/Internet

Providers: KINDER MORGAN AQUILA CENTURYTEL
La Junta, CO 81052 1-800-303-0752 La Junta, CO 81050
1-800-563-0012 (719) 384-1300

SOUTHEAST COLORADO
POWER ASSOCIATION.
(719) 384-2551
1-800-332-8634



Page 9 of  15

GOVERNMENT

Incorporated Municipalities within Crowley County:

City Population
Crowley    187
Olney Springs    389
Ordway 1,248
Sugar City    279
Unincorporated 3,415

5,518

State Legislators:
State Representative for District #63: Greg Brophy
State Senator for District #2: Kenneth Kester

U.S. Legislators:
U.S. House of Representatives: Marilyn Musgrave Congressional District #4
U.S. Senate:  Wayne Allard, Ben Nighthorse Campbell

County Commissioners:
Dwight Gardner T. E. (Tobe) Allumbaugh    Matt Heimerich

County Officials:
County Finance and Budget Officer – Mike Apker Assessor - Warren Davis
Clerk & Recorder - Lucile Nichols Building Inspector - Ron Covel
Treasurer - Lynne Bauer Planning and Zoning – Warren Davis
Sheriff – Jeffrey Keyes

County Government:

Crowley County Administration Building
Mailing Address: 629 Main

Ordway, CO 81063
Phone: (719) 267-5555
Housing:Clerk and Recorder, Ext. 3

Treasurer, Ext. 4
Assessor, Ext. 5
Social Services, Ext. 6

Crowley County Courthouse
Mailing Address: 110 E 6th Street

Ordway, CO 81063
Phone: (719) 267-5555
Housing:County Sheriff, Ext. 1
    16th Judicial District Court, (719) 267-4468
    Crowley County Combined Court, (719) 267-4468

Crowley County Administration Annex
Mailing Address: 603 Main, Suite 2
                             Ordway, CO 81063
Phone: (719) 267-5555
Housing: Board of Commissioners:  Ext. 2

CSU Extension:  Ext. 7
Building Inspector, Ext. 2
Water Dept., Ext. 2
Health Dept., Ext. 246
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Descr iption of Jur isdiction:
Crowley County was established in 1911
and lies just southeast of the center of
Colorado. It is bordered on the west by
Pueblo County, the north by Lincoln
County, the east by Kiowa County and the
south by Otero County. Crowley County is
an irregular square in shape and is roughly
30 miles in dimension. It covers an area of
802 square miles or 513,280 acres. Ordway,
the County seat, is 50 miles east of Pueblo.
Crowley County is agricultural in nature but
due to the sale of most of the irrigation
water in the last 20 years, a majority of the
cropland, with the exception of 5800 acres
has reverted to dry cropland. The
preponderant land use in the county is
pasture, grassland and grazing. Two large
lakes, Lake Henry and Lake Meredith,
provide for water storage. These lakes are
used extensively for water sports and
waterfowl stopovers important to the county.

There are two  small reservoirs that provide
fishing.  A cattle feed lot, (55,000 head
capacity) is located just east of the county
seat and is a major employment center. Two
major employment centers are Arkansas
Valley Correctional Facility and Crowley
County Correctional Facility.  All four
towns in the county are served by volunteer
fire departments, which are tied together
through 24- hour communication facilities
located in Ordway. Crowley County has no
hospital, but is served by a family practice,
Centennial Family Health Care Center. It
does have one long- term care facility, a
nursing home with a 45 bed capacity.  The
Crowley County Nursing Center operates
Kids Campus and has a fitness center.  The
school system is consolidated with all
located in Ordway. Two major highways
bisect the county: Colorado 71 north and
south and Colorado 96 west to east.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
General Activities  Enterpr ises

Revenue $3,002,863 $375,478
Operating Expenses   2,711,707 279,858
General Operating Indebtedness 212,496  0
Other Indebtedness      0 303,000
Total Property Tax Revenues:                 $1,117,454

SOURCE: Crowley County Audited Financials 2002.

Bond Rating: N/A
Fire Insurance Rating: 7/8

Fire Dept.: Crowley, Ordway, Olney Springs and Sugar
City are served by volunteer fire departments as well as
a County Volunteer Fire Dept.

Sheriff©s Dept.: Staff: 17, Vehicles: 11
Contact Jeffrey Keyes
(719) 267-5555 Ext. 1
SOURCE: LOCAL GOVERNMENT SURVEY. DATE: 2001 DATA.
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TAXES

Colorado retail sales tax is assessed at 2.9%. The average property tax mill levy in 2000
was 86.86 mills. This was based on an assessed valuation of $1,181,902.50.

Sales Tax (%)
County: 2.00
State: 2.90
City of Ordway 2.00
Total Sales Tax %: 6.90

Property Tax Mill Levys
Avg. Municipal Levy:  19.435
Range - Lowest:     10.711
Highest:     26.471
County:     42.081
School Dist. (Avg. in County):     30.731
Spec. Dists. (Avg. in County):       2.506
Total Avg. Mills in County:   76.703

SOURCE: CROWLEY COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR, 2001.

HOUSING
Occupied Dwellings

1990 2000
Single:    839 1292
Multi-Family:      43   8
Mobile Homes/Trailers: 76   135
Total: 958 1435
SOURCE: LOCAL SURVEY, 2002.

Estimated Value of Housing
- Single Family Dwellings: $16,000 to $200,000
- Multi-Family Dwellings: N/A to N/A
- Mobile Homes/Trailers: $3,000 to $35,000

Average Rent -
Current Range of Rent Estimates: $200 to $500

 # of Building Permits Issued in 2002 for unincorporated Crowley County:
Commercial Residential        Total

New 0   12   12
Add-on 0  32   32
Agriculture Building 9 0 9

 Total 9 44 53

Tri-County Housing and
Community Development
Corporation, a non-profit
organization, have been very
active in helping low income
families into safe and better
housing.  Many enter home
ownership through self-help
and down payment assistance.
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SCHOOLS

School Districts in County: Crowley County RE-1-J
117 East 3rd

Ordway, CO 81063
(719) 267-3117

Current School Design Capacity (all bldgs): 750
Current Enrollment in County: 576

# of Schools in County: 3
# of Teachers in County: 43
Student/Teacher Ratio: 13:1
Avg. Annual Cost per Student: $6,483
Colleges in the Area: Otero Jr. College

SOURCE: DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, NOVEMBER 2001.

HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES

Number of Facilities in the Area: 1
Number of Inpatient Beds: 45

COMMUNITY SERVICES

HUMAN SERVICES: Area Agency on Aging, Weatherization, Low and Moderate Income
Housing Renovation, Low Income Housing-Elderly, Social Services Programs, Senior Citizens
Center, Sage Nutrition Services and various Service and Social Organizations.

ORGANIZATIONS: Saddle Club, Lions Club, 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts.

HEALTHCARE: Crowley County Ambulance, Centennial Family Health Center, Crowley
County Nursing Center, Ark Valley Medical Center- 30 minutes.

CHURCHES: Methodist Churches, Baptist Church, Catholic Church, Lutheran Church,
Assembly of God, and Non-Denominational Church.

TRANSPORTATION

Highways:
I-25 (50 miles), I-70 (75 miles), US 50 (12 miles), COLO 96 and COLO 71 go through county.

Freight Car r iers:
UPS, HVH Truck line, Star Freight, Yellow Freight.

Bus lines:
Local Hub located in Rocky Ford  (719) 254-3923

Trains:
Contact CO/KS Amtrak in La Junta.  (719) 384-2275

Highway Distance from County seat to Major  Cities:

City DistanceTravel Time
Pueblo 50  miles 1 hr.
Colorado Springs 107 miles 1.5 hrs.
Denver 167 miles 3 hrs.
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EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR FORCE

Employment by Sector 1995 2000
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries 57 219
Construction     30 130
Manufacturing  0 93
Transportation  21
Wholesale Trade 0 60
Retail Trade 106 162
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 19 31
Government 480 388
Private Sector 349 798
Total Employment
by Place of Work 829 1186

SOURCE:COLORADO EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES, QUARTERLY REPORT, 2000 US CENSUS

Annual Wages by Sector    1995 2000
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries  $17,508 D*
Construction        $12,826 $18,291
Manufacturing $0 $0
Public Utilities  $15,687
Wholesale Trade         $0 $0
Retail Trade               $9,705 $13,367
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate   $21,766 $20,976
Services $11,368 $22,413
Private Sector   $12,817 $20,145
Total Employment   $20,787 $25,520

Crowley County Labor Force 1995 2000
Employment    1,275 1,385
Unemployment      47 84
Total Labor Force 1,322 1,469
SOURCE: COLORADO DIVISION OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT, LABOR FORCE REPORTS. *D unable to report number

Major  Employers

GOVERNMENT - Crowley County Schools, Crowley County, Arkansas Valley Correction
Facility, Crowley County Correctional Facility and Crowley County Nursing Center.

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES - Ordway Feed Yard, LTD (feed lot), Ag. Services.

BANKING -First National Bank, Community Banks of Southern Colorado-Ordway

RETAIL - Lumber yard, pharmacy, grocery store, car dealerships, print shop, gas and service,
flower shop, restaurants, nursing home and beauty shops, used furniture, and liquor store.

LEADING SOURCE(S) OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME: Agriculture, Prisons, Government,
Schools.
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Retail Sales ($000) by Sector  for  Crowley County

Agriculture 60
Mining 0
Construction  47
Manufacturing   99
Transportation 3,371
Wholesale Trade 2,425
Retail Trade 7,648
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 1
Hotels 0
Misc. Services                       281
Government 0
Non-Classified 0
Total Retail Sales                  $13,932
SOURCE: COLO. DEPT. OF REVENUE, STATE DEMOGRAPHER, HUD MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME FOR COUNTY. CENSUS, 2000.

Fiscal Year Gross Retail Sales for county: $20,789,545

Median Family Income for county - 2000: $32,162

Financial Aids Available in the Area:
Revolving Loan Fund, designated Rural Enterprise Zone, SBA, SCEDD Development Company.

LABOR
Earnings by Industry ($000)
Mining        0
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate    587
Construction    329
Manufacturing        0
Services  8135
Transportation    275
Government 2,307
Wholesale Trade        0
Agricultural Svcs.        0
Retail Trade  1804
Farming Not Available
Some data may not be shown to avoid disclosure of confidential

information.

Educational Status of Workforce:
3 Yrs. of High School or Less: 875
High School Graduates 1,345
1 to 3 Yrs. of College: 974
4 or More Yrs. of College: 224
SOURCE: 2000 CENSUS (EDUCATIONAL STATUS).



Page 15 of  15

Economic Development Contacts

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 301 Main St., Ordway, CO 81063 (719)267-3833

CROWLEY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, INC.,
603 Main, Suite 2, Ordway, CO 81063
Contact: Dwight Gardner (719) 267-4444, Ext.2

REVOLVING LOAN FUND, P.O. Box 1600, Lamar, CO 81052
Contact: Jan Anderson (719) 336-3850       1-888-336-3850

SCEDD Development Company, SBA Loans, 1104 N. Main St., Pueblo, CO 81003
Contact: Jeannie Sandidge (719) 545-8680

GENERAL INFORMATION

Area within Jurisdiction: 802 sq. miles

Topography: Rolling prairie grasslands and fertile river bottoms

Commuting Area: Pueblo, La Junta, Rocky Ford, Las Animas, Lamar, Colorado Springs

Shopping Areas:   Drug Store, grocery store, convenience stores, lumber yard, appliance store,
bakery, beauty shops, bank, realty offices, plumbing and heating, restaurants, accounting
company, title company, law offices, flower shops, video store, glass and auto, car dealer,
insurance company, gas stations, hotel, public library, liquor stores, bars, and used furniture.


